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- of exceptional calamity leading to the
of a men in high state.”

the story of one person the Hero.
= Itis based on Greek tragedy

‘@ The Heroes are responsible for their fall and
their errors bring about their tragic doom.



shakespeare’s Main Tragedies

e tragic flaw is Lear’s fondness of

beth it is his over ambition which brings
he tragic doom.



ragic Hero

oes of Shakespeare are men of
le stature.

ing to A. C. Bradley,” Tragedy with
eare is concerned always with person’s
degree often with King or prince.”



Characterization

Duncan
Malcolm s]der son
Donalbain

unger son

]

\iEldo - —a general in
Thane , then Thane c

of King Duncan; originally
, and later King of

Lady Ma '~ —Macbeth's wife, and later Queen of

[acbeth's friend and a general in the army of
King Duncan

[=]

—Banquo’ s son
— Thane of
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Macduff's son

Siward ral of the English forces
Young Siward

Hecate i itches

WO mderers —attack Lady Macduft

Porter — gatekeeper at Macbeth's home

" Doctor — Lady Macbeth's doctor
Doctor — at the English court
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s a gentle man on whom I built and absolute

(Act I Scene IV)
> not resembled

as he slept,I had done” (ActlI Scenell)
smell of blood still, All the perfumes of

3 ”Her S th
- Arabia will not sweeten this little hand oh oh oh
“(Lady Macbeth)



PLOT Act -

Banquo encounter the witches for the first time

midst thunder and lightning.

Thane of Glamis, and Banquo —have just
s of Norway and Ireland, who were led by

,and the Thane of Cawdor. Macbeth,
for his bravery and fighting

traitorous Macdo
ing's kinsman, is prai
ess.

hree Witches enter and greet them with prophecies. Though
uo challenges them first, they address Macbeth, hailing him
ane of Glamis," "Thane of Cawdor," and that he shall "be
reafter." and Banquo will be father a line of kings though
he himself will not be one.

@ King Duncan welcomes and praises Macbeth and Banquo, and
declares that he will spend the night at Macbeth's castle at
Inverness; he also names his son Malcolm as his heir. Macbeth
sends a message ahead to his wife, Lady Macbeth, telling her
about the witches' prophecies. Lady Macbeth suffers none of her
husband's uncertaintv and wishes him to murder Duncan in order



Act-lI

abs sleeping king Duncan.
of a bloody dagger.
Ing servants are murdered .

the nex ‘ning, Lennox, a Scottish nobleman,
acduff, the loyal Thane of Fife, arrive. A porter
s the gate and Macbeth leads them to the king's
ber, where Macduff discovers Duncan's body.

eth murders the guards to prevent them from
ssing their innocence, but claims he did so in a fit
er over their misdeeds.

m Duncan's sons Malcolm and Donalbain flee to England
and Ireland, respectively.

= The rightful heirs' flight makes them suspects and
Macbeth assumes the throne as the new King of
Scotland as a kinsman of the dead king. Banquo
suspicious of Macbeth.

l




AcCt-111

ites Banquo to a royal banquet.

's suspicions, Macbeth arranges to have him
ing two men to kill them

in killing Banquo, but Fleance escapes.
: s: he fears that his power remains
cure as long as an of Banquo remains alive.

anguet, Macbeth invites his lords and Lady Macbeth to a
f drinking and merriment.

0's ghost enters and sits in Macbeth's place.

eth raves fearfully, startling his guests, as the ghost is only
to himself.

The others panic at the sight of Macbeth raging at an empty
chair, until a desFerate Lady Macbeth tells them that her
husband is merely afflicted with a familiar and harmless malady.

= The ghost departs and returns once more, causing the same
riotous anger and fear in Macbeth. This time, Lady Macbeth tells
the lords to leave, and they do so.




AcCt-1V

isits ’qhe three witches to reveal the truth of their
im

beware of Macduff .

ild tells him that no one born of a
hall be  harm him.

ly, a crowned child holding a tree states that Macbeth
safe until Great Birnamm Wood comes to Dunsinane

th is relieved and feels secure because he knows that
are born of women and forests cannot move.

also asks whether Banquo's sons will ever reign

- inScotland: the witches conjure a procession of eight
crowned Kings, all similar in appearance to Banquo, and the
last carrying a mirror that reflects even more kings.

@ Macbeth realises that these are all Banquo's descendants
having acquired kingship in numerous countries.

m Macduff has fled to England. Macbeth orders to kill
Macduff's wife and children.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Fuseli

Act-V

's sleepwalking ,Bemoaning the murders of
acduff, and Banquo.

ing can wash away the blood on her
sal of her earlier claim to Macbeth

a] little water clears us of this deed" .

m leads an army, along with Macduff and
hmen Siward (the Elder), the Earl of
berland, against Dunsinane Castle.

While encamped in Birnam Wood, the soldiers are
- ordered to cut down and carry tree limbs to camouflage
their numbers.

@ Lady Macbeth commited suicide causing him to sink into

a deep and pessimistic despair and deliver his "Tomorrow,
and fomorroiwvy and fomorrow" coliloativ (V v 17=-7R)



‘

cbeth boasts that he has no reason to fear Macduff, for he
t be killed by any man born of woman.

declares that he was "from his mother's womb /
ipp'd" and is not "of woman born"

ises too late that he has misinterpreted the

e s that he is doomed, he continues to fight.
acduff kills and beheads Macbeth.

acduff carries Macbeth's head onstage and Malcolm
cusses how order has been restored.

last reference to Lady Macbeth, however, reveals "'tis
ought, by self and violent hands / Took off her life" , but the
thod of her suicide is undisclosed.

olm, now the King of Scotland, declares his benevolent
L intentions for the country and invites all to see him crowned at
Scone.

=@ Although Malcolm, and not Fleance, is placed on the throne,
the witches' prophecy concerning Banquo ("Thou shalt get
kings") was known to the audience of Shakespeare's time to be
true: James VI of Scotland (later also James I of England) was
supposedly a descendant of Banquo.




